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PArt 3 Supplementary News Stories
The following news stories from around the country may be incorporated into your presentation 
in addition to the stories already found there. 

Cyberbullying
•	 A 13-year-old Pennsylvania boy was attacked by a group of seven other teens while 

walking home from school. They took video of the attack and posted it on YouTube®. 
Police found the video and are using it as evidence in a case against the teens.  
Story accessed January 2011: http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/13111-bullies%27-teen-
victim-talks-to-fox-29.

•	 In North Carolina, a 16-year-old girl was charged with a misdemeanor for posting a “hit 
list” on Facebook®. Story accessed February 2011: http://www.wchl1360.com/details.html?id=17480.

Online Predators
•	 A 13-year-old Maryland boy was groomed by a 36-year-old woman he met through Xbox® 

Live.	She	flew	from	her	home	in	California	to	meet	with	the	boy	for	sex.	Story accessed January 
2011: http://www.gamepolitics.com/2011/01/10/ca-woman-seduces-13-year-old-over-xbox-live-gets-caught.

•	 A New York teen was groomed by a man she believed to be 23 years old. She sent him 
explicit videos, only to have him pressure her for more. He threatened to send the videos 
to her family if she did not keep making them. Eventually, she reported him and he was 
arrested. Story accessed October 2010: http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2010/10/21/l-i-girl-helped-put-alleged-
online-predator-behind-bars/.

revealing too Much
•	 Two Texas girls took nude pictures of themselves and shared them with two boys at their 

middle school. Three of the children were suspended, while the child believed to have 
distributed the photos may have to go to an alternative school. Story accessed November 
2010: http://www.kens5.com/news/San-Antonio-middle-school-teens-caught-sexting-face-disciplinary-
charges-109315489.html.

•	 Three	California	teens	were	fired	from	their	jobs	at	KFC	after	one	of	the	teens	posted	
pictures on MySpace® of them bathing in the restaurant’s sinks. Story accessed December 
2008: http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/2008/12/11/2008-12-11_kentucky_fried_chicken_trio_
photographed.html.

•	 A Michigan teenager had a friend video him kicking another man in the groin. The teen 
then posted the video on YouTube, where it was found by the police. The police were able 
to	use	the	teen’s	YouTube	account	to	find	his	Facebook	account.	The	teen	was	charged	
with a misdemeanor, and the friend who recorded the incident could be facing charges 
as well. Story accessed October 2010: http://www.mlive.com/news/flint/index.ssf/2010/10/police_use_
attackers_own_video.html.

 http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/13111-bullies%27-teen-victim-talks-to-fox-29.
 http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/13111-bullies%27-teen-victim-talks-to-fox-29.
http://www.wchl1360.com/details.html?id=17480
http://www.gamepolitics.com/2011/01/10/ca-woman-seduces-13-year-old-over-xbox-live-gets-caught
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2010/10/21/l-i-girl-helped-put-alleged-online-predator-behind-bars/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2010/10/21/l-i-girl-helped-put-alleged-online-predator-behind-bars/
http://www.kens5.com/news/San-Antonio-middle-school-teens-caught-sexting-face-disciplinary-charges-109315489.html.
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Slide 8 

Profile

 

As you saw, Tad was trying to clean up his profile. How 
many of you have a profile on a social media site like 
Facebook or MySpace? Or with virtual worlds like Club 
Penguin or Habbo?   
 
(Pause for audience response.) 
 
These sites give you the chance to share jokes, stories, 
and pictures with family and friends, but once you put 
that information out there, other people may see it too. 
So if you’re going to use these sites, you should learn 
some basic tips to help keep yourself safer, like 
choosing smart screennames.  
 
 
 

Slide 9 ftball_fan amy95 gato-gordito halo4life VaSpic
pie_314 hottiebebe gaga-gr1 luvMJ b@seball_
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Spice sccr10 kid_b00z3r b@seball_jok pama
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Usernames or screennames are often the first thing 
you create for a new account. They’re also the first 
impression you give to people online. Think before 
creating your screennames because you may be giving 
away a lot of information or the wrong impression. Let’s 
take a look at some of these screennames and see 
what we can guess about the kids who have them.   
 
(Pause for audience response.) 
 
“Hottie Baby” may have picked her screenname 
because she thinks it’s cute or funny, but it could make 
people think that she’s interested in talking about sex. 
And “Kid_Boozer” may have picked his screenname as 
a joke, but he’s joking about something that wouldn’t 
be funny to his parents or teachers. Now, (click) let’s 
take a look at these names. These indicate sports, 
hobbies, and interests, but are not sexy, violent, or 
rude. So create a screenname like “Baseball Jock” to 
avoid giving the wrong impression.  
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Privacy

- My status, photos, and posts
- Family and relationships
- Photos and videos I’m tagged in
- Birthday
- Permission to comment on your posts
- Contact information

Share a tagged post with friends of the friend I tag 

Friends Only

 

Just like a good screenname protects your reputation, 
privacy settings help protect your information. How 
many of you currently use privacy settings?  
 
(Pause for audience response.) 
 
On social networking sites you can make sure that only 
friends can see things like your posts and photos. So 
choosing to use privacy settings is a responsible 
choice. You can use privacy settings on instant 
message and e-mail programs, virtual worlds, and 
social networking sites to prevent unknown people 
from seeing your page or contacting you. Even some 
online games have these settings.  
 
When you use these settings, it’s like putting a lock on 
your door. It makes it harder for a burglar to get in, but 
not impossible. Using these settings is a good step, but 
it doesn’t mean that you can say or post anything you 
want. You still have to think about the people on your 
friends list because they can save, copy, and repost 
what you put online. 
 
 
 

Slide 11 
Friends
579 “friends”?

 

A friends list is a list of contacts. You might have one 
on your social networking page or in your cell phone. 
How many friends do you have on your page or buddy 
list? More than 50? 100? 200?  
 
(Pause for audience response.) 
 
Are you sure all of them are real? Picture this; you get a 
friend request from someone who says he’s 12 and 
friends with one of your friends. You accept him, even 
though you don’t know anything about him. Do you 
think that is a good idea?  
 
(Pause for audience response.) 
 
What’s great about friends lists like those on your 
social networking page and cell phone is that you get to 
choose who to add. So you should think carefully 
before accepting friend requests. Ask yourself, do I 
want these people to be able to see my comments and 
pictures? Do I want them to be able to send me text 
messages or call me? Once you give people access to 
your profile or cell phone, it might be hard to get rid of 
them. So be careful, and don’t add anyone you don’t 
know in real life.  
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Slide 21 

 

In this video, you’ll meet Ryan and Noah, two teens 
who were targeted by predators and groomed into 
meeting them offline.  
 
(Click to show video.) 
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(Video plays.) 
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Anyone who sends you obscene photos or videos 

Anyone who talks to you about sex

Anyone who asks you to meet offline 

CyberTipline

www.cybertipline.com

1-800-THE-LOST®

REPORT

®

 

Ryan and Noah’s predators made them feel like they 
didn’t have any control over the situation. But when 
they decided to report, they took control. It’s important 
that you do the same. No matter how hopeless a 
situation feels, you always have the power to do 
something.  
 
If someone makes you feel uncomfortable online, 
report it to the National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children’s CyberTipline. Report  
 

• Anyone who sends you obscene photos or 
videos  

• Anyone who talks to you about sex 
• And, anyone who asks you to meet offline  

 
It’s important to report, even if you’re not bothered by 
it. You can help protect somebody else, maybe even 
someone close to you. Reporting means you’re 
standing up for yourself and making sure no one else 
becomes a victim.  
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CYBERBULLYING

BULLYING

TECHNOLOGY

 

Now that we’ve talked about how to deal with online 
predators, let’s talk about how to deal with another 
online threat—cyberbullies. Have any of you ever heard 
of cyberbullying? Cyberbullying is exactly what it 
sounds like—the combination of bullying and 
technology. It can be someone sending mean text 
messages all night long or posting fight videos on 
YouTube. 
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CONTROL
your online content

 

To avoid this, you have to control what you put online. 
We’re going to talk about some ways to do that by 
going through some of the social applications and 
technologies you use, what you say when you’re on 
them, who you say it to, and what you show. 
 
Watch how this YouTube star is careful about what he 
tells people.  
 
(Click to show video.) 
 
 
 

Slide 6 

 

 

(Video plays.) 

Slide 7 
lol…. my maryjane growing in my closet!

County Police. Thanks for the tip.

 

You just saw a very basic rule about being online: be 
careful what you say. A lot of you are on sites, like 
Facebook and YouTube, which allow you to leave 
comments. Have you ever taken the time to read those 
comments? What do you think about people who use a 
lot of rude language or say offensive things? Maybe 
you think they’re funny, but not everyone’s going to 
think so. Parents, teachers, or employers may think 
they’re immature or irresponsible.   
 
People have been expelled from school, kicked off of 
sports teams, and even arrested for the comments 
they post. A Wisconsin teen posted a picture of a 
marijuana plant with the comment “My Mary Jane 
that’s growing in my closet right now.”1 Can you guess 
what happened next? Police officers checking social 
networking sites for gang activity came across this 
comment and arrested him.  
 
Citation 
1http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/myfox/pages/News/Detail?contentId=2685736
&version=1&locale=EN-US&layoutCode=TSTY&pageId=3.2.1   
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choose to
IGNORE

 

If any of you play games online or through systems like 
Xbox and PlayStation, you may join games with people 
that you don’t know. You may not be able to choose 
whether or not you play with them, but you can decide 
how to respond to them. If someone is being rude or 
offensive, you can choose to ignore them.  
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Friends Only

PRIVACY

 

Along with ignoring people who bother you online, you 
can also use privacy settings to control who sees what. 
On Facebook, for example, you can choose between 
several levels of privacy. You may want some people to 
see everything you post, while others may be blocked 
from seeing specific parts of your page, like pictures 
and videos. When you go home today, check the 
privacy settings on the sites you’re using, and make 
sure you’re not sharing information that you want to 
keep private.  
 
 
 

Slide 13 
My Pics
Comment | Join this group | 4,593 members

 

Setting your page to private is a good step, but it’s not 
a license to post anything you want. Along with being 
careful about what you say, you should also be careful 
about what you show.   
 
Pictures and videos that are sexy, or show something 
inappropriate or illegal can get you into trouble. 
Remember the teen with the marijuana? Along with his 
comment, he had a picture of the marijuana plant 
growing in his closet. But his story isn’t the only one. 
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JOIN IN?

IGNORE?

LAUGH?

Is that the girl from science class???!!!

Rate the girls at this party!

It totally is! She’s a 2…

No way, she’s a 5!

REPORT?REPORT?

 

If any of you have seen gossip sites like this going 
around your school, you’ve had a few options about 
how to respond. You could, like the boy, choose to join 
in and add to the mean comments. You could read the 
gossip and laugh, or you could choose to ignore it. This 
last option might seem like a good idea. It keeps you 
out of trouble and you really aren’t doing anything 
mean. But you have a fourth option; you can report it. 
Because if you sit by and do nothing, you’re letting a 
bad situation get worse.  
 
Think about the boy in the video. He could have said 
something when he first saw the website, but he didn’t. 
Then he found out that his sister was affected and 
regretted not doing something about it earlier.  
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DON’T respond

BLOCK/BANthe bully

SAVE the evidence

SET UP new accounts

TELL an adult you trust

REPORT

 

So if you or someone you know is being cyberbullied, 
what should you do?  
 

• First, don’t respond to the messages 
• Then, block or ban the bully 
• Save the evidence 
• Set up new accounts 
• Tell an adult you trust 
• And, report it to the website 

 
And while there’s probably no website where you can 
be completely safe from cyberbullying, you can refuse 
to be a bully and encourage your friends to do the 
same. Also, be sure to check out the safety pages on 
sites like Facebook and YouTube which have advice 
about how to handle bullies and navigate their sites 
more safely. 
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http://www.heartlandconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=373808

Online hate group ends with one arrest

 

Maybe these cyberbullying stories sound familiar 
because you are the one doing the bullying? If so, you 
should know that kids have gotten into trouble for 
cyberbullying. In Texas, some high school football 
players were suspended from their team for making a 
fake profile for their coach. This Missouri teen spent 
two weeks in jail after he created an online hate group 
for a girl in his school.1  
 
You might think that the kinds of teens who get in 
trouble for cyberbullying are already troublemakers, but 
that’s not always true. Anyone can get into a situation 
where they’re tempted to send a mean text, make a 
mean comment, or forward an embarrassing picture.  
 
Citation 
1http://www.heartlandconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=373808 
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